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Revolution! 
Collective Actions in the  
Czech Procedural Law
by Ondřej Rathouský and Igor Vondrášek

Following recent 
activities in Germany, 
the Czech government 

introduced a proposal of 
legislation on collective actions. 
This legal concept has its roots 
in the USA, where groups of 
consumers, who have suffered 
damages, are entitled to launch 
joint proceedings based on so-
called class actions.

It is no secret that the emissions 
scandal, widely known as 
“Dieselgate” and its subsequent 
worldwide impact triggered the 
initial efforts to introduce this legal instrument 
into the Czech procedural law. Besides on 
April 11, 2018, the European Commission 
introduced a proposal – as part of what it is 
called a “New Deal for Consumers” – that 
would introduce a respective collective right 
for consumers.

The Czech Collective Actions Act enables 
consumers to lodge the same or very 
similar claims collectively in a sole court 
proceeding. That will substantially eliminate 
the risk of unequally resolved disputes in 
separate proceedings. It is further expected 
that collective actions will strengthen the 
position of plaintiffs against powerful 
corporations and increase their chance to get 
a fair compensation. Moreover, the Act shall 
cut court costs for the benefit of plaintiffs, 
counterparties and especially the state, which 
guarantees and runs the judicial system. 

Collective action is a suitable instrument 
for legal defense against unlawful practices 
of mobile communication providers, bank 
charges, different food quality, defective 
goods and other products, while protecting 
minority shareholders, even the environment.

Unlike the European directive on collective 

actions, which is currently being prepared, 
the Czech government proposal is based on 
an opt-out principle. In other words, injured 
persons shall be automatically involved in the 
proceedings, unless they demand a separated 
individual trial. Such mechanism encounters 
fierce criticism from the legal community, 
which disapproves the unintentional 
involvement of injured individuals.

Last but not least, the legislation progress 
within the European Union and the general 
political situation in the Czech Republic will 
play a crucial role in the upcoming enactment 
of this Act. Will the Czech Republic follow 
the popular steps of its European neighbours 
towards the modernisation of procedural law?
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